














N U MB. tm Be 


The Prompter. 





Dryden him/felf, to pleafe a frantick Age, 
Was forc'd to let his Fudgment ftoop, to Rage ; 

To a wild Audience he conform'd his Voice, 

Comply’d to Cuftom, but not err'd thro’ Choice. 


Deem it the People’s, not the Writer's Sin—— 


Lord Lanfdown. 





TUESDAY, APRIL J3. 1736. 





2 Begin to defpair of out-living 
the Degenerate Condition of 
our Stage: And, were it not 
for fome Comfort I have 
conceived from the univer- 
¥G) {al Reception lately given to 

my the generous Satire in |Pa/- 
44 qin, thou’d conclude it im- 


Ae pofible. 


AN eminent Critic, who has receiv’d Licence, 
from Death, to be heard without Malice, when 
he fpeaks the Truth honeftly, feerns to charge all 
Defect in our Poctry, with fo apparent a Reafona- 
blenefs, upon its Want of good Patrous, that | 
cannot give my Readers a better Entertainment, than 
I have juit now been oblig’d for, to the following 


Obfervations. 





WE have had, fays this Gentleman, feveral cov- 
iderable Poets, in Exglamd, and tome few of the 
firft Magnitude, without any Encouragement fron} 
our Great Men. Yet, their Remiilnefs in this Par- 
ticular cannot proceed from their being naturally 
penurious in their Pleafures. Since, on the con- 
trary, wehave Inftances, too frefh in our Memories, 
of their Profufior That Way. Wirnefs above a Hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Pounds fubfcrib’d by them 
to Italian Singers in Operas! A Sum, if rightly 
employ’d, fufficient ro have fix’d the Britifh Mufe 
in equal Perfection and Glory with thole of Greece, 


aid old Rome. 


THE Reafox therefore muft be, that we have 
ever had fo ttue a Ta/fe of the Sublime and Divine 
rt of Poetry, as to find from it that tranfporting 
Pleafure, which has antiently ravifh’d the fitter Spi- 
rits of Nations where it eminently flourifh’d. For, 
if they felt this Delight, or evena Satisfaction equal 
to that, which they receive from the Entertainment 
of Empty Sound, They wou'd, of Courle, be as 
forward in its Encouragement. 


Two Objections occur, which may deferve to be 
anfwer'd. 1ft. The Defeé& of the Poets, that is, 
of thofe who: affume the Name, in not being able to 
furnith that Pleafure, which produc’d PaTrons in 
Greece, and in Rome, and WHICH ONLY can, elfe- 


where, deferve them. 


THE 2d Objection, is, that one Species of Poetry 
of late has met with extraordinary Encouragement ; 
and that is, the Drama: And, yet, all this Excou- 
ragement has not been able to produce one Play 
equal to almoft the worft our Theatre gave us, when 
the Poets had much lefs Bexefit from their Labours, 
than the meaneft Scribblers of our Time have met 
with. Sothat Encouragement ‘is not the Nourifh- : 

rent of Poctry, or the Dramatick Genius of this’ 


Nation is extinguith’d. 


To the firft of thefe Objections, I make this Re 
ply: I confels, in the.prodigious Number of Poems 
produced by the Verfifiers of this Nation, few con- 
tain any thing admirable, or capable of giving that 
tranfporting Pleafure which is to be found in Poetry 
that deferves its Name. Bur then, on the other Side, 
we have had Poets, who, notwithftanding their Faults, 
have had unqueftionable Merit, Merit that always 
has obiain’d, and always will challenge the Applaute 
of Men of Tafte ; yet thofe Authors have not toy j 
any tolerable Encouragement from our great Min 
Witnefs,. Spexcer in one Kind, Butler in another, 
Otway in-a-third, and Dryden in many Kindy 
Spencer and Butler {tarv’d, Otway dy’d in great Want, 
as Dryden muft have done, had not his Works borne 
a confiderable Price with the Bookfcller ; tho’ even 
in that, he has fallen fhort of fome trifling Authors, 


{ince his Time.: 


HENCE it is plain, our great Men have not wanted 
Objects worthy of their Encouragement in Poetry, 
but a fine Tafte and Underftanding to relifh the 
Performances of thofe worthy Objects, aid to diftin- 

guith. 



































nuith them from the miferable Scribble of the pufh- 

iny-Verfifiers of the Times: And it is remarkable, 
and will appear from my Anfwer to the following 
Objeétion, that even thofe Encouragements which 
have been given to fomething ¢a/ld Poetry, have 
been beftow’d upon the moft abandon’d Pieces that 
the Poetafters of any Nation have ever produc’d. 


Tue-next Objection is, that we have had extra- 
ordinaty Encouragement for Dramatick Poetry, 
much greater than ever had been known before in 
this Nation, which however has not been able to 
produce any valuable Performance, tho’ feveral Au- 
thors have made from three and four hundred Pounds 
to fifteen hundred for one Tragedy or Comedy ; which 
never reach’d a fecond Seafon.. Whereas Otway, 
Lee, arid Dryden could never attain more for one 
Piece, than ove hundred Pounds. 


L believe by a fair. Computation, that Mithri- 
dates, Theodofius, Alexander the Great, and Han- 
nibal, have gain’d the feveral Actors that have fuc- 
ceeded each other not lefs than Fifty thoufand 
Pounds, wid yet the Author fcarce got ove hundred 
Pounds a Piece for his Labour, and dy’d at laft in 
the’ very Street; whereas if our Ewgli/h great Men, 
who had Power to have done it, had fix’d and order’d 
that the Poet fhould have received a reafonable 
Share of the Profits of his Plays as long as they were 
a¢ted in his Time, as it is in Framce, he had had a 
comfortable Maintenance from his Labours, and 
efcaped that miferable Fate that befel him. 


Tuus Otway had but a Hundred Pounds apiece 
for his Orphan, and Venice Preferv'd, tho’ the Players, 
réckoning down to this Time, have not got lets 
than twenty thoufand Pounds by them. The fame 
may be faid of Mr. Dryden’s Spanifh Friar. 


Tis true, after the Reftoration, when the two 
Houfes ftruggled for the Favour of the Town, the 
taking Poets were fecur’d to either Houle, by a 
Sort of retaining Fee, which feldom or never 
amounted to more than forty Shillings a Week; 
nor was that of any long Continuance; however, 
that was fome Help to the Poet, during the Time 
of his writing for the Srage. 


Burt now, they would perfuade us, the Cafe is 
much alter’d for the better in the Poet’s Behalf, and 
an Author at this Time fhall get more by one {curvy 
Performance, than Lee, Otway, and Dryden, by 
all theirs; tho’ fome of theirs will laft in Reputation 
aslong as our Language is underftood, whereas in 
a Month's Time, thele expire in Contempr. 


THis may therefore feem to make good the Ob- 
ecu that Encouragement is not the Thing that 
n es Poetry, or elfe that our Dramatick Ge- 
niusis quite extinét. But, toa Man that confiders, 
it will appear, that this which they call Ewcourage- 
mént, is, the greateft Difcouragement that ever 
befel the Stage; for when bad Poets find the high- 
éft Eavour, and the greateft Reward, in_ its Con- 
fequence it impofes Silence upon Men of Merit in 
the rt, who, unlefs they can take the fame {lavith 


Methods to Succefs which the Poetafters purfue 
are fure to have their Works flighted, if not intirely 
condemn’d; for the Players, who are by no means 
great Fudges of the Perfection of a Poem, often 
reject, and genetally very Supinely perform, the belt 
Piece of the greateft. Mafter, who does not indy. 
ftrioufly pre-engage the leading Men and Women of 
Quality, in his Caufe; fo that tho’ fome particular 
Perfons have reaped extravagant Benefits from the 
moft trifling Evtertainments, yet this injudicious 
Profufion to worthlefs Pretenders has deftroy’d all 
true Comedy and Tragedy, and will at laft fink the 
Stage, nay wou’d have done it by this Time, had 


it not been fupported by Old Plays written under 
all thofe Difadvantages. 


From what I have faid, I perfwade myfelf, it 
will be allowed pretty evident, not only that the 
prefent low State of Poetry is#®wing to the Want 
of Tafte and Judgment in the general Readers and 
Hearers of poetic Performances, more than tothe 
real Want of Gewius, but that alfo the Defects of 


former Authors, whofe Beauties will always chal-- 


lenge our Admiration, wou’d have been fewer, and 
lefs grofs, if they had written to fo nice and judi- 
cious a People as the Grecians ; for to the Per- 
fection of Poetry, and its Efteem in the World, 


not only a great Genius and Judgment is abfolutely - 


neceffary in the Poet, but a fine Tufte and Fudg- 
ment allo in the People, which yet never appe2red 
in this Nation, and is now worfe tham ever; the 
Caufe of which is moft certainly Igzorance, which 
feems now to be almoft univerfal. 


THERE have appeared in this Climate, feveral 
great Genius’s, feveral Poets of the firft Excellence ; 
yet we may fay that we never had one Patron that 
coud juftly claim that Name, except Sir Philip 
Sidney, who was every way qualified, by Genius, 
Judgment, Learning, and Inclination, to have equal’d 
the Roman Mecenas, but DEaTH took him away 
fo foon, that he cou’d not give thofe Proofs of 
his Zeal for the Briti/b Mufes, which alonger Life 
wou'd have difcover’d, 


Ir muft be confefs’d, there have, in this Nation, 
appear’d foxr or five Noblemen who have preferr’d 
and taken Care of Men who came to their Know- 
ledge by fome litrle"boetical Performance ; but then, 
firit, this Favour has feldom been fhew’d to Men 
of real Art, or of a confummate Genius ; and next, 
their Favours have been of f{ucha Nature, as fhew’d 
that they were not defign’d as Encouragements of 
Poetry, but given to divert Men from that Study, 
and to engagerhem in Bufinefs, and the Chace of 
Wealth , and therefore what they have done upon 
thefe Occations, cannot, by any means, intitle them 
to the glorious Naine of Patrons; and this made 
Ben Fohnfon, fay, that be bad known many make 
their Fortunes by ufing Poetry as a Miftrefs, but 
not oue by taking her to Wife. Yet tho’ we have 
had no Patrons of Poewy, except Sir Philip Sidney, 
we have not been without fome very eminent Poers : 
a Fate peculiar to England; for Poetry never 
appear’d in any other Nation, in any Manner of 
Eminence, without eXcraordinary Excouragement, 
but here, without the leaft. 


—\ 
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